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Consid  :i  able  interest  is  being  evinced  ii 
ed  by  the  cultivation  of  grapefruit  in  Ceylon,  according        c  :> 
received  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  from  Vice  Consul  hason  Turner 
at  CcT.    "  0..   Dxporiaents  have  shown  that  grapefruit  can  "be  grown  very 
succos t : 'uliy  or.  th3  island*    rue  to  the  demand  for  grapefruit  from  a 
large  number  of  Ceylon  residents,  a  considerable  ruancity  of  grapefruit 
is  now  being  imported  by  cold  storage  frcm  California,    This  local  de- 
mand cOL.:ined  with  the  demand  frcm  the  numerous  ships  passing  through 
Colombo  should  guarantee  a  good  market  for  locally  produced  grapefruit, 
states  Ilr.  Turner. 

The  first  grapefruit  plants  were  imported  into  Ceylon  in  1913. 
These  -were  distributed  in  various  parts  of  the  island  but  nothing  much 
appears  to  have  been  dene  in  furthering  the  cultivation  of  the  fruit 
until  1913.    It  was  then  decided  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  that 
further  trials  should  be  made  in  the  cultivation  of  grapefruit,  and  a 
number  of  plants  were  put  out  at  the  Experiment  Stations  in  Peradeniya 
and  Anuradhapura.    Those  trees  produced  heavy  crops  and  demonstrated  the 
practicability  of  cultivating  grapefruit  in  Ceylon. 

Grapefruit  seed  has  been  obtained  from  Jamaica  and  Florida,  and 
steps  are  now  being  taken  to  secure  budded  plants  from  the  best  trees 
at  the  Experiment  Station  in  Peradeniya,  as  it  is  realised  that  grape- 
fruit of  good  cuality  cannot  be  obtained  unless  selection  is  rigidly 
adhered  to. 


